Attorney Docket No. LKMP: 1 13US 
U.S. Patent Application No. 10/763,559 
Proposed Examiner's Amendment 
Date: March 8, 2006 

Proposed Examiner's Amendments to the Claims 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (cancelled) 

2. (previously presented) A propeller comprising: 

a blade assembly having a plurality of linking members operatively connected to 
one another, where at least two of said linking members are pivotally connected one to the other; 

a blade surface engaged with said blade assembly, covering at least a portion of 
said blade assembly, and operatively arranged to change shape when said linking members are 
moved with respect to one another 

a propeller shaft; and, 

a plurality of collars, each collar in said plurality of collars radially surrounding 
said shaft, operatively arranged to slide longitudinally along said shaft while remaining 
rotationally fixed about said shaft, and having a collar link point; and, 

wherein said blade assembly includes a plurality of blade link points pivotally connected to 
respective collar link points. 

3. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 2 wherein said shaft further 
comprises an end; and, 

wherein each successive collar in said plurality of collars: 

is positioned further from said end than a preceding collar; and, 

has a collar link point at a greater radial angle from a radial axis for said shaft 

than a collar link point for said preceding collar. 

4. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 2 further comprising: 

an actuator operatively connected to at least two collars in said plurality of 
collars; wherein said actuator operates to vary a longitudinal distance between said at least two 
collars along said shaft; and, 

wherein said linking members move with respect to one another in response to varying said 
distance between said collars. 
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5. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 4 wherein said actuator is selected from a 
group of actuators consisting of pneumatic actuators, hydraulic actuators, and micro-electrical 
mechanical systems. 

6. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 4 wherein said plurality of linking members 
further comprises a plurality of lattice bars; and, 

wherein each lattice bar has a plurality of connection points in a straight line and said plurality of 
lattice bars are pivotally connected to one another at said connection points; and, 
wherein said blade assembly further comprises a folding lattice. 

7. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 6 wherein at least two lattice bars in said 
plurality of lattice bars have blade link points; and, 

wherein each of said at least two lattice bars is connected, respectively, to one of said respective 
collar link points. 

8. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 6 wherein said blade surface comprises a 
flexible material conforming to a shape of said folding lattice and covering said folding lattice. 

9. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 8 wherein said flexible material comprises 
urethane. 

1 0. (currently amended) A propeller comprising: 

a blade assembly having a plurality of linking structures memb e rs operatively 
connected to one another, where at least two of said linking structures m e mb e rs are pivotally 
connected one to the other; and, 

a blade surface engaged with said blade assembly, covering at least a portion of 
said blade assembly, and operatively arranged to change shape when said linking structures 
m e mbers are moved with respect to one another, wherein said linking structures m e mb e rs further 
comprise a radial expansion and retraction structure having: 

a plurality of structur e linking members pivotally connected to one another to 
form a closed loop; and, 
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a plurality of mounting members pivotally connected to one another to form a 
closed loop and pivotally and slidingly connected to corresponding structur e linking members; 
and, 

wherein each of said mounting members has a blade link point; and, 

wherein said blade surface varies in size as said blade link points are moved with respect to one 
another. 

1 1 . (original) The propeller recited in Claim 1 0 further comprising: 

a propeller shaft; and, 

a plurality of collars, each collar in said plurality of collars radially surrounding 
said shaft, operatively arranged to slide longitudinally along said shaft while remaining 
rotationally fixed about said shaft, and having a collar link point; and, 

wherein at least two of said blade link points are pivotally connected to first respective collar link 
points. 

12. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 11 wherein said shaft further comprises an 
end; and, 

wherein each successive collar in said plurality of collars: 

is positioned further from said end than a preceding collar; and, 

has a collar link point at a greater radial angle from a radial axis for said shaft 

than a collar link point for said preceding collar. 

13. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 1 1 further comprising: 

an actuator operatively connected to at least two collars in said plurality of 
collars; wherein said actuator operates to vary a longitudinal distance between said at least two 
collars along said shaft; and, 

wherein said blade surface varies in size in response to varying said distance between said at 
least two collars. 
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14. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 13 wherein said actuator is selected from a 
group of actuators consisting of pneumatic actuators, hydraulic actuators, and micro-electrical 
mechanical systems. 

15. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 13 wherein said blade surface comprises a 
flexible material conforming to a shape of said radial expansion and retraction structure and 
covering said radial expansion and retraction structure. 

16. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 15 wherein said flexible material comprises 
urethane. 

17. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 13 wherein said blade surface further 
comprises a plurality of overlapping plates having a surface area, each plate in said plurality of 
overlapping plates fixedly connected to a corresponding mounting member in said plurality of 
mounting members; and, 

wherein said surface area varies in size in response to varying said distance between said at least 
two collars. 

18. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 17 wherein said plurality of mounting 
members further comprises four pairs of overlapping mounting members; 

wherein blade link points for one pair of said four pairs of overlapping mounting members are 
pivotally connected to second corresponding collar link points; and, 

wherein said surface area decreases in size as said second corresponding collar link points are 
moved further apart and increases in size as said second corresponding collar link points are 
moved closer together. 

19. (currently amended) The propeller recited in Claim 18 wherein for each pair of 
members in said four pairs of overlapping mounting members, a first mounting member is a part 
of a front surface for said blade assembly truss and a second mounting member is a part of a 
back surface for said blade assembly toss; 

wherein said plurality of overlapping plates further comprises four pairs of plates; and, 
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wherein for each pair of said four pairs of plates, a first plate is connected to a respective said 
first mounting member and a second plate is connected to a respective said second mounting 
member. 

20. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 19 wherein for said each pair in said four 
pairs of plates, both plates have a same shape. 

21. (original) The propeller recited in Claim 20 wherein for two pairs of said four pairs 
of plates, said plates are approximately triangular in shape; and, 

wherein for a remaining two pairs of said four pairs of plates, said plates are approximately 
trapezoidal in shape. 

22. (currently amended) The propeller recited in Claim 19 further comprising a pl urality of 
said blade assemblies whoroin said blade assembly further comprises a plurality of radial 
expansion and retraction structures and a corresponding plurality of plates associated with said 
plurality of radial e xpansion and retraction structur e s; 

wher e in e ach structure in said plurality of structures is pivotally connected, at corr e sponding 
blade link points, to at least on e other structuro in said plurality of structur e s; 
wh e r e in at loast on e structur e in said plurality of structures is pivotally conn e ct e d at a pair of 
blad e link points to said corr e sponding collar link points; and, 

wh e r e in said surfac e area for e ach plurality of plat e s in said corresponding plurality of plat e s 
decreas e s as said corresponding collar link points are moved further apart and increases as said 
corr e sponding collar link points are mov e d clos e r tog e th e r . 

23. (currently amended) The propeller recited in Claim 2 A propeller comprising : 

a blade assembly having a plurality of linking memb e rs op e rativ e ly connected to 
one anoth e r, wh e re at loast two of said linking m e mb e rs are pivotally conn e cted on e to the oth e r; 

A 

CtttvTJ 

a blad e surface engag e d with said blad e assembly, covering at l e ast a portion of 

said blad e ass e mbly, and operatively arrang e d to change shap e when said linking members ar e 
mov e d with resp e ct to on e anoth e r, - wherein said propeller is connected to a waterborne vessel. 
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24. (currently amended) The propeller recited in Claim 2 A propeller comprising : 

a blado assembly having a plurality of linking mombors oporativoly connected to 
one another, whoro at loaot two of said linking mombors aro pivotally connected ono to the other; 

TTTTvTy 

a blado ourfaco engaged with said blad e ass e mbly, covering at l e apt a portion of 

said blad e assembly, and oporativoly arrang e d to change shapo when said linking mombors ar e 
mov e d with respect to on e anoth e r, wherein said propeller is connected to a submersible vessel. 
25-27. (cancelled) 

28. (previously presented) A method for varying dimensions of a propeller comprising: 

operatively connecting a plurality of linking members to form a blade assembly; 

moving said linking members with respect to one another, where for two linking 
members in said plurality of linking members, said moving is a pivoting movement; 

covering at least a portion of said blade assembly with a blade surface; and, 

changing a shape for said blade surface in response to moving said linking 
members, wherein the propeller further comprises a shaft, and radially surrounding the shaft, a 
plurality of collars; and, 
wherein the method further comprises: 

operatively connecting said blade surface and said plurality of collars; 

sliding said collars along said shaft to vary a distance between said collars; and, 

changing said shape of said blade surface in response to sliding said collars. 

29. (original) The method recited in Claim 28 wherein said propeller further comprises a 
linear actuator; and, 

wherein the method further comprises: 

operatively connecting said actuator to at least two collars in said plurality of 

collars; and, 

wherein changing said shape of said blade surface in response to sliding said collars further 
comprises operating said actuator to slide said at least two collars. 
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30. (original) The method recited in Claim 28 wherein said propeller further comprises a 

rotational actuator, and 

wherein the method further comprises: 

operatively connecting said rotational actuator to at least two linking members in 
said plurality of linking members, and 

wherein changing a shape for said blade surface in response to moving said linking members 
includes using said rotational actuator to move said linking members. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant has presented proposed claim amendments for an Examiner's Amendment in 
accordance with telephonic conferences with the Examiner. The amendments shown represent 
Applicant's understanding of the claim amendments agreed upon with the Examiner. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. Paul Maliszewski, P.E. 
Registration No.5 1,990 
CUSTOMER NO. 24041 
Simpson & Simpson, PLLC 
5555 Main Street 
Williamsville, NY 14221-5406 
Telephone No. 716-626-1564 

CPM 

Dated: March 8, 2006 
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